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Pandemi Sonrasi Civar
Demokrasisi

Ulas Bayraktar

COVID-19 olduriyor!

Ve s6z konusu olan sadece insanlarin 8limu dedil. Sokaklar, islet-
meler, kamusal alanlar, sosyal iligkiler, gcalisma bigimleri hepsi salginin vahim
sonuglari ile éliyor ya da acilar iginde dénusuyor.

Hastaligin asisi ne zaman bulunacak henliz bilemiyoruz ama salginin
sosyal ve ekonomik sorunlarina karsi asinin formuli bizce belli: Civar demok-
rasisi.

Evet, belki su andaki egilim pek onu isaret etmiyor: Merkezi huku-
metlerde etkin poplilist, otoriter liderler hala prim yapiyor, hatta daha da
populerlesiyor. Clinkli yagam aliskanliklarini ve konforlarini kaybedenler, ihti-
ya¢ ve korkularini agmak igin dayanaksiz iddialarla huzur ve mutluluk vaat
eden sdylemlerden medet umuyorlar. Boylesi tercihlerin sorunlara herhangi
bir ¢6zim getiremeyecedi aci tecribelerle gegmiste anlasildi; er ya da geg
yine anlasilacak. Clinkl tekelden, merkezi bir konumdan konusan aktér ve
kurumlarin krizi ydnetebilmesi, sorunlari 6nleyen ya da ¢6zen etkili politikalar
tesis edebilmesi mimkin degil.

Nitekim, genis cografyalar, kalabalik ve heterojen topluluklar igin
merkezi yonetimin sorunlari 6ngérmesi, dogru analiz edip yerinde tedbirleri
zamaninda hayata gegirebilmesi hayli zor. Uzaktan kurgulanan politikalarin
uygulamadaki sonuglarinin ne kadar yetersiz ve geg kalabilecegdini, ne kadar
zor olabilecegini icinden gegtigimiz pandemi giinlerinde goriyoruz. Hatirlaya-
lim, merkezi yonetim sokada ¢ikma yasaklari sirasinda yerel yénetimleri geri
plana iterek kendisi sunmaya kalktigi yardim ve destek hizmetlerini ancak bu
belediyelerin arag ve insan kaynagini kullanarak basarabildi.

Salgin sirecinin bu deneyimi, yerel yénetimlerin sorunlarin ¢ozi-
munde neden ve nasil daha etkili olabilecegini gostermis durumda. Bu anlamda
6zellikle belediyelerin gliclendirilmesi artik kelimenin sdzlik anlami ile hayati
bir 5nem tasiyor.

Ote yandan bu gereklilik sadece merkezden yerele kaynak ve yetki
aktarilmasi ile karsilanamaz, ¢linkl yerel demokrasi sadece merkez ve yerel
ydnetimler arasindaki bir giic paylasimindan ibaret okunamaz. iginden gec-
tigimiz kriz de gosterdi ki kurallar, kurumlar ve yoéneticiler demokratik bir
kentsel siyaset icin tek baslarina bir glivence olusturamaz. Kent sakinlerinin
dahil edilmedigi bir yonetim sistemi kentlerin mevcut ve mistakbel sosyal,
ekonomik ve ekolojik krizleriyle bas etmekte yetersiz kalacaktir.

Yerel demokrasinin merkezinde o kentte yasayan yurttaslar olmak
zorundadir. Bu merkezi konumun tanimi ve yasal zemini de aslinda 1930 yilin-

dan beri Turkiye mevzuatinda mevcut: Hemsehri hukuku. Belediye Yasasi'nin
13. Maddesi herkesi yasadigi sehrin hemsehrisi ilan ederek onlara karar ve
hizmetlere katilma, bunlar hakkinda bilgilenme ve hizmetlerden yararlanma
hakki tanir. Bu gergeve yerel demokrasinin omurgasi olarak goérebilecegi-
miz kent sakinlerinin sehirlerin yonetimine dair hak ve sorumluluklarini net
bir sekilde ortaya koyar. Hemsehrilerin bu kritik roltini kerteriz alarak yerel
demokrasinin demokratiklestirilebilmesi icin atilmasi elzem adimlari teshis
edebiliriz.

Hemsehriler bilecek

21. yuzyil bilgi ¢agi olarak agilip hizlica hakikat-sonrasi (post-truth)
ddneme gecti. Bilginin saniyeler icinde milyonlarca kisiye ulastiriimasini mim-
kiin kilan teknoloji; ihtimallerin, dayanaksiz iddialarin ve yalanlarin vahim sonug-
lar yaratacak bicimde yayginlagsmasina hizmet eder hale geldi.

Safi ticari amaclara hizmet edecek bigimde olusturulmus algoritmalar
ve karanlik siyasi pazarlik ve iligkilerin etkisinde isleyen basin kuruluslarinin
yurttaslar yeterince ve layikiyla bilgilendiremedigi artik herkesin malumu.
Bir kedinin sirinliklerinin ytzlerce sokak hayvanin itlafindan daha fazla haber
olma ihtimalinin oldugu kosullardan bahsediyoruz.

Bu yapisal sorunlar kent dlgedinde yerel basin kuruluslarinin zayifhgi
ile tamamlanarak kent sakinlerinin yasadiklari gevreden haberdar olma ihtima-
lini iyice dusurtyor. Sinirli kaynaklar, zorlu galisma kosullari ve gcok 6nemsiz
tirajlarla bagimlilik iliskilerine girmekten kagamayan basin kuruluslari da hem-
sehrilerin bilgilenmesine yeterli katkiy1 yapamiyor. Kent yénetimleri de hem-
sehrilerine sadece kendi yoneticilerinin mesajlarini, basarilarini, faaliyetlerini
duyurmakla yetiniyor, iletisimi bir halkla iligkiler faaliyeti olarak goriyorlar.

Hemsehrilerin yasadiklari kentlere dair bilgi alma kanallari bu kadar
verimsizken yeni ve daha saglikli iletisim kanallari tesis etmek buyuk bir ihti-
yag olarak karsimizda duruyor. Sahsi ve kurumsal gikarlardan azade glincel,
anlamli ve dogru bilgiye erisimi mtimktn kilmak zorundayiz. Yurttaslarin
yakin gevrelerinde olup bitenlere dair bilgilere hizla ve glvenilir bigcimde
ulasmasini, béylesi bilgileri ilgili kisi ve 6rgltlere ulastirabilmesini saglamak
demokratik bir kentsel yonetimin geregi olarak karsimizda duruyor.

Hemsehriler bulusacak

Herkesin evlerde kalmasinin salik verildigi hatta yer yer
mecbur birakildigi zamanlarda, yani fiziksel mesafenin bir zorun-
luluk oldugu giinlerde kamusal alan ve etkinlikler héaliyle cok
daraldi, azaldi. Normal zamanlarda bile komsulari, hemsehrileri
ile karsilagsma, bulugma, tanigma firsatlarina yeteri kadar sahip
olmayan kent sakinleri bu dénemde birbirlerinden daha da
ayri dismdis oldular.



Bir araya gelme, birbirlerini tanima ve fikirlerini paylasma sansindan
mahrum kalan hemsehrilerin birbirlerini anlama, digerleriyle empati kurma
sansi da azalmis olur. Bu uzaklagma ve yabancilagsma baris icinde yasamanin
karsisinda da ¢ok 6nemli bir engele ddniisebilir. Mevcut zorluklardan ziya-
desiyle beslenen dnyargilar ve gerilimler bu artan mesafelerin de destegiyle
hizla toplumsal bir uguruma evrilebilir; bu da demokratik bir yénetimin olmazsa
olmazi hosgori ve barigin kaybina neden olur.

Boylesi bir gidisata karsi kent sakinlerinin birliktelik zeminlerinin
korunmasi, gugclendiriimesi blytk onem tasiyor. Pandeminin gerektirdigi
mesafe ve hijyen kurallarina riayet edecek bicimde kurgulanmis etkinlikler
dizenlenmesi, alanlar agilmasi dnemli.

Hemsehrilerin bir araya gelmesi igin fiziksel bulugsmalar haricinde
dijital imkanlarin da ihmal edilmemesi gerektigi ortada. Belki de pandeminin
tek getirisi uzaktan iletisim becerilerimizin gelismis olmasi. Dijital kanallar
Uizerinden bir araya gelme, galisma ve 6grenme aligkanlklari kazaniyoruz.
Bu yeni imkanlarin hemsehrilerin birlikteligi igin de kullanilabilecegdi asikar.
Herkesin bulundugu yerden ya da kuglk topluluklar halinde bir araya gel-
digi zeminler giindelik pratiklerimiz arasinda artik yer etmisken bu yéntemin
kamusal amaclara yénlendirilebilecegini diistinebiliriz.

Fiziksel mesafelerin baris icindeki birlikteligimizi zayiflatacak sosyal
ayrismalara sebep vermemesi i¢in geleneksel ve yeni ydntemlerin hepsinin
yenilikgi bicimlerde kullanilmasina ¢aba sarf etmemiz gerekiyor.

Hemsehriler orgutlenecek

Hemsehrilerin bulugmasi, tanigsmasi ve gériismesinin 6nemi sadece
baris icinde hosgdrill bir yasam kurmaktan ibaret degil. Kazanilan bu asinalik
ve zamanla yakinlik kent sakinlerinin belli sorunlara ya da ilgi alanlarina yénelik
oérgutlenmesine zemin hazirlar. Ne kadar farkli kesim ne kadar gesitli alanda
ortaklasip bir arada hareket etme becerisi kazanirsa, kentin sorunlarla bas
etme becerisi o denli geligsmis olur.

Orgiitlenmeden kastedilenin illa formel bir karakteri, organlari, yazil
kurallari, yoneticileri, sabit kaynaklari olan bir yapi oldugu dusinilmesin.
Topluluk Gyelerince ortaklasa benimsenen usul ve ilkeler dahilinde diizenli
olarak bir araya gelebilen, ortak galisma yurttebilen, ish6limu ve isbirligi
yapabilen her olugsum 6rgit olarak sayilabilir. Hatta resmi bir tlzel
kisilige sahip olmadan surdurtlebilen birliktelikler alisildik iktidar

odaklarinin olugsmasina mahal vermeyerek yatay 6rgitlenme imkani sunmalari
gibi de bir avantaja sahiptir.

Pandemi, hemsehrilerin 6rgitliliginin ne kadar kritik bir dnem
tasiyabilecegini net bir sekilde gdsterdi. Daha 6nceki dogal, toplumsal ya
da ekonomik krizlerde oldugu gibi geleneksel kurumlarin COVID-19 salgini
sirasinda da acil ihtiyaglara zamaninda ve layikiyla cevap verebilecek kaynak
ve becerilerden yoksun oldugunu goérdiik. Dahasi siyasi aktorler arasindaki
iktidar gekismeleri eldeki imkanlarin da kullanmasini zorlastirdi, hatta engelledi.

Kurumlarin bu bocalamasi ve gekismesinin aksine toplumsal gruplar
hizla bir araya gelip ¢ok farkli alanlarda dayanigma ve yardimlasma aglari kura-
bildi. Maske yapan komsulardan, siperlik yapan ¢ boyutlu yazici sahiplerine,
acil mekan tasarlayan mimarlardan, seferber olan moto kuryelere kadar ¢ok
farkli gruplar hemsehri dayanismasinin ne kadar siratle ve etkili sonuglar
yaratacak bigcimde ortaya konabilecegini gosterdi.

Birgok sorunun adresi olarak gordiigiimiiz merkeziyetciligin sadece
ulusal dlgekte gegerli olmadigini, belediye yénetimlerinin, 6zellikle de belediye
baskanlarinin da kent dlgedinde bdyle bir egilimleri olabilecedinin altini giz-
meliyiz. Yerel yonetimlerin 6zerkligine saygi gosteren baskentler kadar kent-
lerindeki sivil birliktelik ve 6rglitlenmelere alan agan, onlarin ortaya gikmasini
ve iglemesini kolaylagtiran kent ydneticilerine ihtiyag var. Ancak bu sayede
krizlerin sonuglariyla etkili ve adil miicadele edebilecek kent yonetimleri ortaya
cikabilir.

Hemsehriler katilacak

Hemsehrilerin érglitlenmesi sadece resmi kurumlarin yetersiz kaldigi
yerler bakimindan degil, onlarin etkili hizmet tretmesi agisindan da kritik &nem
tasir. Krize sadece kendi geleneksel yapi ve igleyisleri cergcevesinde ¢6zim
Uretmeye kalkan kurumlar basarisizliga mahkimdur ¢inkli mukabele edil-
meye galisilan kriz daha fazla kaynak ve personel seferber edilerek ¢6ziime
kavusturabilecek zor sorunlardan ibaret gorilemez.

Toplumsal donltstmiin, teknolojik yeniliklerin hizi sorunlari zordan
Ote karmasik hale getirdi ve geleneksel yénetimlerin bu karmasikliga denk
politikalar Gretebilmesi pek mimkiin degil. Daha esnek, daha tabandan tepki
verebilecek drgltlenmeler bu agidan hayati.

Onceki baslikta ele aldigimiz gibi bdylesi 6rgiitlenmeler zaten kamu
kurumlari miidahil olmadan sorunlarin bir kismina karsi ilk tepkiyi verebiliyor.
Bu yapilarin geleneksel kurumlarin politikalarinin gelistiriimesine de mudahil
olmasi bu politikalarin daha yerinde ve islevsel olabilmesi adina da ¢ok 6nem
tasir.

Hemsehri érgltlenmelerinin kamu kurumlarinin planlama ve karar
asamalarinda yer almasi bu bakimdan sadece adil, demokratik bir yénetim



icin dedil, bu yonetimin etkinligi i¢in de gerekli. Sorunun boyutlari, ihtiyaglarin
mabhiyeti, bu ihtiyaglari kargilamanin uygun yéntemleri ve bu siirecgte seferber
edilebilecek, isbirligi yapilabilecek beseri ve maddi kaynaklari tespit etmek
icin kamusal karar stireglerinin mutlaka katilimci bir karakter kazanmasi ve bu
katihmciligin da géstermelik halkla iliskiler faaliyetlerinin 6tesinde anlasiimasi
gerekiyor.

Civar demokrasisi

Pandemi sadece yerel yonetimlerin ne kadar hayati rol oynayabile-
cegini degil, ayni zamanda boylesi stireglerle kent sakinlerinin bir araya gelip
isbirligi yapma beceri, imkan ve aliskanliklarinin tasidigr d6nemi gézler éntine
serdi. Dolayisiyla kentlerin ancak hemsehrileri ile birlikte hareket ettigi strece
afetlerle, krizlerle bas edebilecedini anliyoruz.

Hemsehrilerin kentlerin yénetimine katilabilmelerinin formalu de
sadece yetkilerin merkezden yerele aktarilmasindan ibaret olamaz. Ne kadar
yetki ve kaynak sahibi olsalar da kentler bu potansiyellerini ancak hemsehrileri
ile birlikte hareket ederek hayata gegirebilir. Bu anlamda yurttaslarin kendi
mahallelerinde, topluluklarinda etkili ve 6rgitli olmalarinin biyik énemli var.
Civar demokrasisi olarak adlandirabilecegimiz bu yeni perspektifte kent sakin-
lerinin kendi yakin gevrelerinden haberdar, komsulari ile bulusma imkanina
sahip ve onlarla birlikte hareket etme egiliminde olmalarinin énemine isaret
ediyoruz. Kendi civarlarinda bdyle bir birliktelige sahip hemsehriler kentlerinin
karar ve faaliyetlerine katilarak demokratik ve etkili kentsel politikalarin hayata
gegmesini saglayabilecektir.

COVID-19 gibi krizlere kargi merkezi hikimetlerinin etkisiz, yerel
yonetimlerin sadece kendi 6rgiit ve isleyisleri ile yetersiz kaldigini gérdtigimuz
bu dénemde hemsehrilerin 6rgiitlenerek mahalle ve topluluklarinda s6z sahibi
aktif yurttaglar olmasini amaglayan civar demokrasilerini gelistirmemiz biyik
6nem taslyor. Demokratik yénetim perspektifini merkezden yerele degil, daha
da tabana, glindelik yagsama tasimamiz bu bakimdan ¢ok énemli.

EGILIMINDE .
ARININ ONEM!
EDIVORUZ.
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Democracy of Proximity after
the Pandemic

by Ulag Bayraktar

COVID-19 kills!

And it kills not only human beings. Streets, businesses, public spa-
ces, social relations, and working environments are all dying or painfully
transforming with the dire consequences of the pandemic.

We have no clue as to when the vaccine for this virus will be found;
however, for us, the formula of the vaccine for social and economic problems
caused by the pandemic is obvious: democracy of proximity.

The current trend may not seem to be pointing towards this solu-
tion. Populist and authoritarian leaders still have currency; indeed, they are
becoming even more popular. This is because those whose everyday habits
and comfort zones are interrupted in order to cover their needs and overcome
their fears turn to discourses based on unfounded promises of peace and
happiness. It has already been painfully realized in the past that these kinds
of decisions cannot offer any solution to the problems; and sooner or later,
this will be realized again. It is not possible for actors or institutions speaking
from a centralized or monopolized position to manage crisis or establish
policies that can prevent or solve problems.

That said, when highly populated or heterogenous groups are con-
cerned, it is utterly difficult for central administrations to solve or, for that
matter, analyze problems and take timely measures. We experience first-hand
how inadequate, troublesome, and delayed the practical outcomes of policies,
which are decided upon remotely, are. Let's remember, during the curfews,
the central administration was able to provide the support services and aid
it targeted only by sidelining and using the vehicles and human resources of
the local administrations.

The pandemic has shown us why and how local administrations
can be more effective in solving problems. In this sense, strengthening the
municipalities particularly has a vital significance in the literal sense of the
word.

On the other hand, this need cannot be addressed only by transfer-
ring resources or authority from the center to the local since local democracy
cannot be reduced to the partitioning of power between the central and local
administrations. This pandemic has demonstrated that rules, institutions,
and leaders cannot establish confidence on their own for a democratic urban
politics. A system of governance excluding urban dwellers is bound to fail
when it comes to coping with the current and future social, economic, and
ecological crises of the cities.

10

The citizens living in the cities must be at the center of local democ-
racy. The definition and legal basis of this position actually exists in the
legislation of Turkey since 1930: the fellow citizen law. The Article 13 of the
Municipality Law declares everyone, who is living in the same city, a fel-
low citizen and gives them the right to participate in decisions and services
offered, to be informed about them, and to benefit from these services. This
framework clearly reveals the rights and obligations of the fellow citizens,
whom we can see as the backbone of local democracy, with respect to the
governance of the cities. By anchoring our perspective on this critical role of
the fellow citizens, we can identify the essential steps that need to be taken
to democratize local democracy.

Fellow citizens shall know

The 21st century, which began as the information age, quickly moved
on to the post-truth era. Technologies, which render it possible for informa-
tion to reach millions of people in a few seconds nowadays, have become
the means to disseminate probabilities, claims and lies that create perilous
consequences.

Today, it is known by everyone that algorithms, which are written to
serve solely commercial interests and media outlets that function under the
influence of dark political negotiations and relations, cannot adequately and
properly inform citizens. We are speaking of conditions where the adorability
of a single cat has more potential to be newsworthy than the massacre of
hundreds of stray animals.

These structural issues complemented with the weakness of local
media outlets on the urban scale further reduces the probability of urban
dwellers to have access to information regarding what is going on in their
cities. Media outlets with limited resources, difficult working conditions, and
low circulations can neither avoid dependency nor contribute adequately to
informing fellow citizens. The city administrations use these outlets only to
announce their own administrators’ messages, achievements, and activities to
their fellow citizens, and they treat communication solely as a public relations
activity.

While the channels from which the fellow citizens receive information
about their cities are so inefficient, the need to establish novel and healthier
communication channels remains to be vital. We must enable access to up-to-
date, meaningful, and accurate information free from personal or corporate
interests. It is a requirement of a democratic urban administration to ensure
that citizens can swiftly and reliably access information about what is going
on in their immediate environment and that such information can be conveyed
to the pertinent people and organizations.

+



Here, what is meant by an organization is not necessarily a structure that
has a formal character, apparatuses, written rules, administrators, and fixed
resources. Any entity that can meet regularly, carry out joint work and col-
laborate based on the framework of procedures and principles collectively
adopted by the members of the group can be regarded as an organization.
That said, sustainable collaborations that does not have a legal personality
can be said to have the advantage of providing horizontal organization since
they do not allow the formation of standard power centers.

The pandemic has clearly demonstrated how critical the organization
of fellow citizens is. We have witnessed during COVID-19—just as we did in
previous natural, social, or economic crises—that the traditional institutions

Fellow citizens shall meet

In times when everyone is called or for that matter obliged to stay
at their homes, in other words, when physical distance is a must, the public
space shrinks, and public activities become limited. Urban dwellers, who even
in normal times do not have adequate opportunities to come across, to come
together or to meet their neighbors or fellow citizens, have been further dis-
tanced from each other during the pandemic.

When fellow citizens are deprived of their chance to come toget-
her, know each other and share their ideas, it becomes all the more difficult
for them to understand and empathize with each other. This distance and
alienation can turn into strong obstacles before living in peace. Prejudices lack the resources and skills to timely and properly respond to the needs.
and tensions, which feed upon existing hardships, can quickly evolve into a . Additionally, the power struggles between political actors made it more dif-
social rift as people become more distanced from each other. This will result ficult, and even hampered, the use of available resources.

in the loss of tolerance and peace which are indispensable for a democratic In contrast to the confusion and conflict that pervaded the instituti-
administration. ons, social groups were able to quickly come together and establish networks
It is of utmost importance to protect and strengthen the grounds of support and solidarity in many different areas. Various groups ranging from
securing the unity of the city dwellers against this course of affairs. Organi- the neighbors, who made masks, to owners of three-dimensional printers,
zing activities and opening spaces, which are designed to comply with the who produced visors, from architects, who designed emergency spaces,
distance and hygiene regulations required by the pandemic, is essential. to motorcycle couriers, who were mobilized, demonstrated how solidarity
It is clear that besides in-person meetings, which should be organi- between fellow citizens can be achieved very quickly and with effective con-
zed for the fellow citizens, digital possibilities should also not be dismissed sequences.
when it comes to creating opportunities for coming together. Perhaps, the We should underline that centralism, which we identify as the source
only positive aspect of the pandemic has been its contribution to our digital of many problems, is not only seen on a national scale, but the municipal
telecommunication skills. We are acquiring new habits of meeting, working, administrators, and particularly the mayors, also show a tendency towards
and learning over digital platforms. As the platforms to which people con- centralism at an urban scale. In addition to capital cities that respect the
nect from where they are in small groups gradually become commonplace in autonomy of local administrations, we also need city administrators who not
our daily practices, we can make use of these new opportunities for public only open space for but also facilitate the emergence and functioning of civil
purposes to ensure the cohabitation of fellow citizens. unions and organizations in their cities. Only in this way, city administrations
In order not to let physical distance foster social isolation, which that can effectively and justly fight the consequences of crisis can emerge.

would weaken our peaceful coexistence, we have to endeavor to use both

the traditional and new methods in novel ways. e .
Fellow citizens shall participate

Organization of fellow citizens is critical not only in terms of the

insufficiency of formal institutions but also in terms of their effective ser-

Fellow citizens shall organize

The significance of fellow citizens coming together, meeting each vices. Institutions, which try to find solutions to the crisis only within the
other and sharing their ideas, does not only amount to establishing a peaceful framework of their own traditional structure and operations, are doomed to
and tolerant life. This familiarity and closeness acquired over time lays the fail, because the crisis to which they attempt at responding cannot solely be
ground for city dwellers to organize to address specific problems or interests. seen as difficult problems that can be solved by mobilizing more resources
As more people from different backgrounds acquire the ability to act together and personnel.
in a variety of fields, the capacities and skills of the city to deal with problems The pace of social transformation and technological innovations
develop. has rendered problems more complicated rather than difficult, and it is not

really possible for traditional administrations to make policies suitable to this
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complexity. In this respect, more flexible and grassroots organizations are
critical.

As mentioned in the previous section, reflexes of such organizati-
ons can anyways respond to the problems before the intervention of public
institutions. The engagement of these organizations with the policy-making
processes of traditional institutions is very important for these policies to be
more appropriate and functional.

Fellow citizen organizations' participation in planning and decisi-
on-making processes of public institutions is necessary not only for a more
just and democratic administration but also for the effectiveness of this admi-
nistration. In order to determine the magnitude of the problem, the nature
of the needs, the suitable methods to meet these needs, and the human
and material resources to be mobilized and to have cooperation with, public
decision-making processes must become more participatory and this parti-
cipation must go beyond the showpiece public relations activities.

Democracy of proximity

The pandemic has shown not only the critical roles local adminis-
trations play, but also how important the skills, opportunities, and habits of
urban dwellers are when it comes to coming together and cooperating in such
processes. Therefore, we see that cities can cope with disasters and crises
as long as they act in cooperation with fellow citizens.

The formula for fellow citizens' participation in city administration
cannot be restricted to the transfer of powers from the center to the local.
Regardless of the abundance of resources and power cities have, they can
only realize their potential by taking joint action with their fellow citizens. In
this sense, it is of great importance that citizens are organized and effective
in their own neighborhoods and communities.

This new perspective, which we can name as democracy of proxi-
mity, points out the importance for urban dwellers to be informed about their
surroundings, to have the opportunity to meet with their neighbors, and to
have the tendency to act in concert with their neighbors. Fellow citizens, who
have access to such collaboration, will participate in the decision-making
processes and activities of their cities and ensure the implementation of
democratic and effective urban policies.

In this period where we see that central administrations are ineffective
and local administrations, which are restricted to their own organization and
operation, are insufficient to respond to a crisis such as COVID-19, it is crucial
to develop democracies of proximity aiming at organizing fellow citizens as
active citizens who have a say in their own neighborhood and communities.
In this respect, it is crucial that we transfer the democratic administration
perspective not from the center to the local, but to the grassroots and to the
everyday.
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